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Being an Account of the Serange and ee 


Vilions, Propheſies, and wonderful Re 
tions of one Mi. Matthew Juhu n, of es , 
( Lynn in Melk Who having been in a Trance 
15 bon, Days and Nights together, ſaw 
many Strange and Wonderful things, aud 
was told by a Bright and Glorious Perſon, 
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The Norfolk Pilgrim, &c. 
AD not I receiv'd this ſtrange Account from the 
real Perſon concern'd, I ſhould not have entertain'd 
2 Belief of ſo ſurprizing an Extent as this is, with- 

out a maniſeſt Confirmation; but knowing the Perſon; 

| from whence it comes, to be not only a Relation of mine, 
| but a Religious and pious Chriſtian from his Childhood; 
| I che more willingly comply'd with his Requeſt to have it 
Printed, and the rather becauſe his Deſign therein is, to 
convince the Ignorant, and gain ſaying Atheiſt ; who pre- 
Aumptiouſly denying the Being, as well as Power of a 
Deity ; will urn againſt and carp at all things. (tho' ne- 
ver ſo Holy and Divine) that tends to a ſupernatural A- 
gent: Perhaps many good meaning Men, as well as the 
unbelieving Atheiſt, may not only queſtion this, but indeed 
all other Relations of the like nature, becauſe they have 
hitherto been depriv'd of ſuch Occular Teſtimonies; and 
ver were Eye-witnefles of ſuch Remarkable and almoſt 

Miraculous Providences; which weak way of Reaſoning, 

| are low and unbecoming Men of Chritian Communions; 

' for at this Rate, ſome may pretend to cal in queſtion the 

| very Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, becauſe they never faw | 

eur Saviour ſuffer on the Croſs at Feruſalem, as to reject 
every thing as falſe and groundleſs,. that they ſee not per- 


form'd in their own. Prelence: But I ſhall proceed to the 
Relation it ſelf, as 1 receiv'd it; which take as followeth : - 


William Fobnſon, the ſubject of this ſurprizing Diſcourſe, 

was Born at Kyngs-Lynn in Norfolk, his Father a ſubſtantial 
3 Gentleman ot a Conſiderable Eftate; who had ſeveral {| 
Children beſides this William, to whom he gave good E- 

ducation; bur he being the Eldeſt Son, was pur to the 
| uverſuy of Cambridge, in order to be a Miniſter; 
A where 
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where he made ſuch a progreſs in Learning, as render d * 
him belov'd of all Kings Colledge where he was ap- | 
pointed to have his Relidence: and in due time took his 4 
Degrees, according to the uſual Cuſtom ; to his Fathers 
great Joy, and the Credit of thoſe in whole Cuſtody he 
was Educated. 

Aﬀter he came fi om the Univerſity, he wholly apply't 
himſelf to his Studdy; and minded nothing but Divine 
nd Heavenly Undertakings, as Prayer, Relieving the 
oor, and other Commendable Acts of Chriſtianity ; in- 
ſomuch that he was admired by all People in thoſe Parts: 
and in order to favour him in thoſe hopeful beginnings 
(as if Providence highly approv'd of this his Proceedings) 
his Father and Mother both dy'd about tke latter end of 
May laſt, leaving him in full Poſſeſſion of all their Wealth, 
which was conſiderable: the which no ſooner came into 
his Hands, but he diſpoſed of it to the Poor and Needy 
as far as it would extend, only reſerving for himſelf as 
as much as would juſt fipport him in his Pilgrimage 
from Town to Town; tor from the time of his Fathers 
Death to this time, he made it his Buſineſs to Travel 
from place to place, to ſeek out thoſe who ſtood the 
moſt' in need of his Charity; relieving all chat was in 
Want, without Diſtinction of Perſon, Age or Profeſſion; 
and ſometimes extended his Bountiful Hand fo largely, 
that he was driven to ſtreights himſelf till ſuch time as 
theſe quarterly Rents come in, he having near lo Thou- 
ſand Pound a. Year, after he had diſcharged his Fathers 
Legacies; which he did with all the wilhneneis and 
cheartulneſs imaginable ; and thus he continued, and Ml 
does continue to Travel about, doing good not only ia 
l but Suffolk, Lincolnſbire, Northamptonſlure. Cam- 
bridgeſhire, and other Parts, to the great Joy and Com- 
fort of the Poor, and Admiration and Wonder or all 
A 1 both far and near, who have beard 0! the Ner- 
folk Pilgrim. * 

He has fallen into ſeveral Trances many times, and 
when he comes to himſelf he always Smiles and Rev: als 
abundance of Secrets, that no Man in the World ern &9 
without ſuppernatural Knowledge : But moe partiuularly 
about 


(4) 


about the latter end of September laſt, he happen'd to fall 
Sick, and his Illneſs being a Feaver, with Convulſion Fits, 
ſeveral Eminent Docters were ſent for, who told him he 
Was not a Man for this World, to which'he anſwerd, they 
ſpoke like worlely minded Men, hut told them his time 
was not yet come, tho' he ſhould be caſt in a Slumber for 
ſome time, and thereupon bid them forbare to adminifter 
any thing to him, and thereupon ordered them to go im- 
mediately out of his preſence, and to return no more; his 
commands being obey d, he fell in a Slumber exactly at the 
time he had foretold, and could not be awaked, for four 
Days together, notwithſtanding all the means that could be 
uſed; and in ſuch a manner too that none could perceive 
the Faſt motion of Breath, either at his Noſtrils or Mouth 

inſomuch that many affirm'd him to be Dead indeed; and 
great lamentation was made for him in all parts of the 
Town, but eſpecially among the poor People who had in 
a large meaſure taſted of his Bounty. | 
Hut behold! on the 4th Day juſt at the ſame hour of the 
Day that he fell in his Trance, when all hopes of Life be- 
gan to vaniſh, both from his Brother and Siſtets who there 
attended him, having in a great meaſure prepar'd for his 
Funeral; he began to move, which put his Brother and 
Siſters in great conſternation : But feeing him ſuddenly to 
rile 2nd-fit up in his Bed, they began to rejoyce that he 
was recovered, whereupon he {poke and told them that he 
had been in Heaven and had Teen the Glorified Saints, as 
alſo had a proſpect of Hell, with all its Horror and Con- 
tuſion, the happineſs of the former is unutterable, and the 
giſmal miſery 0! the later intolerable; the one is light and 
Tnlendour, with far more Joy and Raptures that can be 
thought of and expreſst, the other the blackeſt, moſt 
wretched, diſpg:z| and amazing, that any mortal Heart can 
concieve, or a thouſand Tongues can declare, attended with 
dreadful Howilngs, better Groaning, and frightful Con- 
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fufton. „55 | 
After this fazd he, I was led by a bright and glorioutly 
mining Perſon to a moſt ſtately Palace, where 1 ſaw and 
Ward ſuch things as are not fit to Reveal at preſent : 
a gwevyey for the ſatisfaction of my Countrey, as * 1 

5 ; aye 


* 
þ 4 % 


1 


rceive 
louth 
; an 

f the 
ad in 


of the 
fe be- 
there 
r his 
and 
ly to 
at he 
at he 
S, A8 
Con- 
the 
and 
1 be 
moſt 
can 
vith 
on- 


uſl 

and 
nt: 
s I 
aue 


— 


| 


(yg) | 
have Commiſſion, I will declare what was told me, -which 
is as followeth. e971 28 2s 
This gloriovs Perſon who! was my Guide, being placed 
in a Chair, all deck t with Pearls and glittering Diamonds, 
he took me by the Hand and declared to me, that this very 
Year ſhould be very ſharp Fights in ſeveral Countries, and 
that at firſt the Enemies of England fhonld ſee mingly get 
the better; but at laſt the Victory would be turn'd quite 
another way, and an intire Conqueſt ſhould be obtain'd 
over the grand Enemy of Chriſtendom, and that the greateſt 
Tyrant of the orld, ſhould be driven from his Crown 
and Dignity, and be forced to wander from place to place 
in diſguiſe, like a poor Pilgrim, for Bread to fatisfie his 
Hunger, and for Cloaths to cover his Nakedneſs : Afﬀeer 
which the Goſpel ſhould be Preached to all Nations, and 
2 uiniverſal Peace ſhould be throughout the Chriſtian 
World, and that France, Spain, Germany, Holland, England, 
Denmark, Swedland and moſt Chriſtian Kingdoms in the 
World, ſhall be United in a perfect league of Amnity and 
laſting Friendſhip : But theſe things will not be ac- 
compliſhed till the latter end of the Year 17924, from 
which time there ſhall be no more Wars nor Differance 
between Nation and Nation: But all perſwaſions fhall 
be reconciled to one and the fame Faith, Religion and 
Principal. But before theſe things comes to perfection, 
chere will be a ſharp Perſecution of the Faithful, but they 
ſhall overcome in a moſt Glorious and Triumphant manner, 
which great Victory ſhall make a happy enterance into a 
fixed and laſting Reformation, which ſhall continue for many 
Ages, to the gieat Joy, Peace, and Tranquility of all Na- 
tions throughout the whole World- Which diſcourſe he 
uttered with as much ſtrength and cheartulneſs, as if he had 
been in perfect Health, and would not receive any ſuſten- 
ance till he had delivered this Meffage (as he call'd it) to 
the World; adding that he has many more things to re- 
veal, relating to England, which are not proper as yet to 
be make Publick. | 

Since his being in this Trance, he has remain'd in very 
good Health, his Feavour and Convulſions leaving him im- 
mediately at his coming to himſelf, and tho' he Eats - 
on | Drinks 
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Drinks very little, except now and than a little Bread and 
Watet, yet he looks as treſu, plump, and of as chearful a 
Countenance as ever he did in his Life, being now about 
30 Years of Age; and has ever fince beſtow'd. his ti 
Viſiting the Sick, and relieving the Poor .and Diſtreſſed, 
being the happy Wonder of all theſe. Parts for Charity 
Piety, and Chriftian Devotidn. FS 
About the latter end of Fanuary laſt 1703, walking in a 
private Garden on the Southſide of his Houſe, the exact 
reſemblance of his Maiden Siſter who had: been Dead and 
Buried above Nine Weeks before, appeared to him, in. the 
very ſame Habit ſhe usd to wear when Living: At the 
fight of whom this Heavenly minded Gentleman. was not 
at all diſmay'd, but in the Name of the Trinity asked her 
for what cauſe ſhe there appeared; ſhe anſwered with a 
low Veice (ſcarce audible) that ſhe was come to tell him 
ſeveral wondertu? things that he was ro reveal to the 
World, and England in particular ; aſſuring him that there 
would be ſuch 4 happy Reformation as never was upon the face 
of the Eanh before. He asked her when theſe things ſhould hap- 
pen, ſhe anſwered very ſhortly, but the exact time ſhe durſt not 
mention; but defired him to inform all his Friends and Neigh- 
bouts of this bleſſed Gong, and to prepare and fit themſelves to 
be worthy Members of ſuch 4 Body of People ; adding, that * 
who would not leave their Sins, muſt be forced to leave the 
World, the time being at hand when God will ſeperate the Chaff 
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from the Wheat ; the Righteous from the Wicked, &c. upon this 


he demanded of her, if ſhe had been pertaher of happineſs or not, 


ſhe reply'd with a ſmile ; that fhe was at that time in à ſettled 


and deliz hiful & tat ion, tho diſcourſing on Earth, and was given 
this "ſhort liberty ts admoniſh him of what was ſuddenly to hap- 
pen, in order to turn all People fram the Power of Satan unto 
the Living Lord, and ſeem d earneſtly to deſire him to proceed 
in thoſe Charitable and Chri\tian Exerciſes be bad ſo havpily 
begun but Caution d bim not to be too Nice, in asking any 
mere <ueſtions about the ſecret decrees of the Almighty ; 
Fleſh and Blocd being o Groſs and Earth, to underſtand 
tboſe ſublime Atributcs which are only proper for the ſecret 
cabinet ef the Divine Fountain of ail Goodneſs, And where- 
upon having charged him, 19 mae what he had beard ber 
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ſpeak hubli ck to the. World, 
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Vaniſhed out of hit Geht com: 
ing back from the ſaid 2 be ſeem d ae pr od 
chely for 4 time, but after a private Prayer in his Cloſet, 
he came out to his Neighbonrs with 4 (ſmiling Coumenance 
and openly declar'd what his Sifter had reveaPd as aforeſaid. 
And then expreſs'd himſelf in theſe Words (by way of Caution ) 
Let him that ſtandeth take heed leaſt he fall. 1. Cor, to, 


11. 


Who wowd have: thought (faid he) that Fer- 


| would have become an Harlot> That the Choſen Peo- 
ple ſhould become the Scorn of the World? Yet ſo it is 


faith, St. Paul, and thus they have' done, and thus has 
God forſaken them. Who wou'd have thought, when 
Lot was griev'd with the Sins of Sodom, that he woy'd 
have committed a worſe Sin himſelf. firſt to be Drunk, 
and then lie with his own Daughters> Who wou'd have 
thought that David woud have flain the Husband for 
the Luſt of his Wife? who wow'd have thought Folomon 
the Wiſeſt Man in the World, ſhould be Guilty of the 
greateſt, Folly > Who wou'd have thought Pen, who 
Promis'd never to leave Chriſt; and vet be the Hfſt who 
left him, and the firſt who deny'd him: Therefore let 
him that thinketh he ſtandeth take care leaſt ke fall. | 
Who is Stronger than Sampſon> Who is Wiſer than So- 
lomon * Who is Chaſter than David ? Who is Seberer than 
Lot or Noah? Who is firmer than Peter ? If God ſhould 
withdraw his Hand, and leave us to our ſelves, what 
what wou'd become of us. | | 
There is no Salt but may looſe it Savour; No Wine 
but may looſe its Strength; No Flower but may Wi- 
ther, be cropt or trodden under Foot; No Beauty but 
will fade; No Kingdom but may be Conquer'd ; No Man 
but is Mortal: Therefore let what I have declar'd to 
you, rather ſtartle than encourage any Perſon; for tho? 
many happy Bleflings are Promis d to this Land and Na- 
tion; it only belongs to thoſe who forſake their Sins, 
and none others, who may juſtly cla im a ſhare in thoſe 
happy Enjoyments : Solomon lays there is no Peace to the 
Wicked, and conſequently no Tranquility can be fix'd in 
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, the Conqueſt of invetergte Adverſaries, and the 
'of Tyrany and Idolatry, which no doubt the de- 


Ex bring to paſs in his good time; and 


** preyent it not: For in —4 
World, both Promiſes and Threatnin 
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